
Acton Commission on Disability 
Minutes March 10, 2005     

 
Present:  J. Brako, L. Franklin, E. Leary, J. Nigro, G. Rhodes, B. Viola, 
Guests: Beatrice Maimone, prospective member, Nancy Kolb, Director of Pupil 
Services, Acton & Acton Boxborough Schools, Joyce Poklemba, Lauren 
Rosensweig, Winston, the Service Dog 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00PM 
 
The minutes of the February meeting were reviewed and accepted. 
 
Announcements & Correspondence 
 

• CAM training will be held on June 28th and 29th.  Beatrice is interested in 
attending.  The Commission approved allocation of the $85 fee for the 
participation of Nancy Kolb or her designee in Pupil Services. 

 
• The Commission submitted testimony to the AAB regarding five variance 

requests submitted on behalf of Acton and Acton Boxborough School 
Districts.  We received notification that the requests regarding the Conant 
School were denied.  The time variance for the Parker Damon building 
was granted. 

 
• Acton Affordable Housing forwarded minutes from their recent meeting for 

our review. 
 

• The Commission is still seeking ideas for the utilization of the Kids on the 
Block Puppets.  

 
• The fine in Acton for parking in an HP spot without an appropriate placard 

or designation is $50.  In other communities the fine is $250 to $300.  At 
our next meeting we will discuss strategies for advocating for an increase 

 
• Spaulding Rehab will accept our offer to donate the video of George 

Lussier’s surgical procedure 
 

• Brenda summarized her presentation for the School Administrative 
Council. 

 
Discussion with Nancy Kolb, Director of Pupil Services 
 
Concerns raised by families seeking the Commission’s assistance with public 
school issues. Nancy may be contacted regarding civil rights and discrimination 
issues in the public schools  
 



Role of Commission members in classroom activities:  There may be ways in 
which members of the Commission could be involved in sharing information with 
teachers/students.  Nancy suggested that the Commission’s activates and 
resources be added to the Resource Listing that teachers utilize.  We can 
forward a list of ideas to her regarding our areas of expertise for inclusion on the 
list.  She also said we should contact individual principals to share information 
about Commission resources. 
 
Kids on the Block:  We were encouraged to continue to communicate with Kay 
Steeves and the Proscenium Circus advisors.  Nancy also offered to continue to 
communicate with us regarding this issue.  The goal of the Commission would be 
to have an inclusive group of children trained to use the puppets in a variety of 
educational and community venues. 
 
The ADA Seven Year Plan:  J.D. Head is the Director of Facilities and is doing a 
building survey re accessibility.  Greg Correll sits on the AAB and has been 
involved in the construction of the new high school. 
 
CAM Training:  Nancy would like to ask J.D. Head to attend.  The Brochure will 
be forwarded to her when it arrives. 
 
There was discussion about additional ways in which the Commission could offer 
support to families and the community.  Ideas included  
 

• Member participation at IEP meetings at the invitation of parents,  
 

• Parent support via the PTSOs and SPEDPAC, either through discussion 
groups or informational offerings. 

 
• Participation in  “Turning 22” workshops 
 
• Engaging with the group recently started called “Raising Challenging 

Children” 
 

Plan:  The Commission will forward a list of resources and CAM information 
to Nancy  

Nancy will investigate the status of the TTY, will discuss the use of “Kids on the 
Block” with appropriate staff, and will discuss a role for Lisa in supporting self -
advocacy with Lisa Hueber.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 PM 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Jean Nigro 
Secretary 


